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Speech offers little clarity on renewable energy policy

Posted by USC Annenberg School of Journalism on September 8, 2011 10:52 PM

As part of Marketplace’s coverage of President Barack Obama’s address to Congress tonight,
in which he unveiled a $447 billion plan to invest in jobs, journalism students from the
University of Southern California interviewed Los Angeles-area business owners and business
leaders for reaction.

Even since the recession hit in 2008, the renewable energy industry has managed to expand,
growing by 3.4 percent annually, according to a study by the Brookings Institute. But its
success is tied to government incentives and energy mandates. Mark Mizrahi, chief executive of
EnLink Geoenergy, a geothermal power service company, said his company suffered at the start
of the recession as projects stalled and funding dried up. He’s recovered some since then, but
he knows his future depends on maintaining robust incentives and pollution standards.
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Things are still slow but by no means at the same level of three years ago. But the business is
still growing and we’re determined to continue to grew in spite of government inaction.

- Tom Dotan

m Filed under: On the Record tags: Jobs Act: Reactions from small business
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